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ing at the index, but with each new volume a new and revised index 
of the subject-matter of all the volumes is issued. This index is at 
once simple to understand and most complete in detail. 

C. T. B. 



Hand-Book of the Law op Bills and Notes. Third edition. 
Charles P. Norton. St. Paul, Minn.: West Publishing Com- 
pany, 1900. 

The value of the Horn-book series to the student and practitioner 
cannot be disputed. The plan of stating leading principles in bold- 
face type, enlarging upon the principles in the text saves much labor, 
and in addition fixes them firmly in the mind. This edition, accord- 
ing to the editor, Francis B. Tiffany, has been made necessary by 
the passage of the New York Negotiable Instruments Law (1897). 
The complete text of the statute is given in the appendix, and many 
references are made to it, changes from the existing law being 
pointed out. The industry of the author is proved by a large 
collection of cases. One ground of criticism may be stated to be 
that the book is too much like a mere digest of cases, and does not 
aim at presenting a judgment of decisions, as they do or do not 
conflict with the well established principles controlling the law of 
negotiable instruments. The foot-notes are very comprehensive. 
All cases which appear in case-books now in common use in law 
schools are cited in large type. 

F. K. S. 



The Law of Bills, Notes and Cheques. Second edition. By 
Melville M. Bigelow, Ph. D. Boston : Little, Brown & Com- 
pany, 1900. 

The first edition of this work, published in 1893, was well received 
by the public, and renders unnecessary an extended criticism of the 
second edition. The former was written with special reference to 
the English Bills of Exchange Act, 1882. Suggestions were made 
wherein the provisions of the act could be well used as a basis for 
the reform of the American law. The same plan, more thoroughly 
carried out, with the Negotiable Instruments Law of New York 
(1897) as the basic code, has been followed by the author in the 
second edition. Since the New York law was enacted a number of 
states have codified the law of negotiable paper as applied within 
their limits. Some important differences in legislation have therefore 
been pointed out. The full text of the act is given, and the Colorado 
statute is compared in some detail. 

In general this edition is a marked improvement over the former. 
Several chapters are added, embodying the law that regulates the 
contracts of the certifier and vendor of negotiable paper. The text, 
owing to frequent references to the New York law, is generally 
revised, and its contents suggested by pointed side notes. At times, 
state doctrines are subjected by the author to severe criticism. He 



